
Thank You and Goodbye 
 

It has been my honor to be able to work on the Ag Connection    
newsletter from the time it was started.  For about the last eight 
years I have been the editor.  Actually, all the ag staff in central 
Missouri are the editors.  I just put the newsletter together after the 
editing.  Most of the ag staff get  together to go over articles that are 
submitted.   Editorial changes are suggested.  This improves the 
articles and we hope make them more useful for you.  In addition, all 
of the ag specialists gain knowledge outside their field that will 
benefit you.  I am retiring July 1 and the editing will be done by a 
new crew.  I will miss the contact with many of you readers.  It has 
been a real honor to work with many of you over the years. 

 
 

Time to Think about Winter Feeding 
 No one can argue how bad the spring has been—rain, rain, and more rain.  Crops are   
behind, hay is late and farmers are grumpy.  The last thing producers want to worry about 
right now is winter feeding, it seems like a long time away and trying to fight rain and mud 
hasn’t helped.  However, now IS the time to think about winter feeding because by-products 
like distillers grains are at their lowest prices during the summer. Small and large producers 
should take advantage of buying the wet corn co-products and  mixing it with a low quality 
roughage source such as corn stalks, CRP residue/hay, straw or low-quality fescue.  If it is  
possible, work with neighbors and other smaller producers to split loads of wet distillers 
grains.    
 University of Nebraska showed how low-quality roughages could be mixed successfully 
with wet distillers grains or some other corn co-product.  The University of NE research trials   
included: mixing wet co-products with 25% wheat straw, 29 to 35% corn stalks, 30 to 40% 
grass hay and distillers grains alone in a bunker silo. These mixes created a very palatable, 
affordable and nutritious cattle feed. On one farm, for instance in Odessa, NE a producer 
put up WDGS in Mid-July in 2006 and again in Late August of 2007.  They mixed the WDGS 
with 20% wheat straw and 80% WDGS on an as-fed basis, the cost was $36.75 per ton on 
an as fed basis and $82/ton on a dry matter basis, quality was 21% crude protein and 45% 
dry matter. 
 Instead of using wheat straw producers could use the CRP residue that is now available 
to them after the bird nesting season is over and mix this with WDGS for a winter feed 
product that would not only save winter feed costs, but is very nutritious to feed. Producers 
in Missouri don’t have to have a fancy bagger or a bunker silo; you can make a bunker from 
old moldy hay to store these products in once they are mixed. 
    Modified wet distiller’s grains (MWDGS) do not have as much water and can be stored 
alone without adding forage.  However, if deciding to go this route, producers need to 
understand that the pile cannot be compacted by driving equipment onto the feed especially 
in a bunker situation.  This could set someone up for a huge mess as the equipment can 
actually get stuck.  There are many examples in NE and IA where producers piled wet corn  
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gluten feed or MWDGS and had very little spoilage (except 
at the top of the pile).  NE and IA researchers recommend      
covering with plastic or some mechanism to minimize 
spoilage at the surface  under plastic for several months 
without much spoilage, so if you live close to an ethanol 
plant producing this product this is something to seriously 
think about doing this summer.   
 Livestock producers do have choices this winter and 
can cheapen their feed costs, by planning now.  If you 
would like more information on storing distillers grains or 
other corn co-products visit with your livestock or natural 
resource engineering specialist.  For a copy of the manual 
“Storage of Wet Corn Co-products” from UNL, go to  
http://beef.unl.edu/byprodfeeds/manual_04_04.shtml                                                         
 
Author:  Wendy Flatt, Livestock Specialist                                                             

 
Considerations for Potential Goat   

Producers 
 
 The United States meat goat industry is an expanding  
business and this is evident in Central Missouri.           
Consumption of goat meat in the U.S. is estimated at 48.4 
million pounds, of which 24.5 million pounds is imported. 
 The increase in popularity of goats as an enterprise is 
due mostly to increased demand.  Several ethnic groups 
settling in the U.S. prefer goat meat.  Outside of the U.S., 
goat meat is the meat protein highest in demand.  Goats 
can  potentially be a profitable enterprise for Missouri          
producers. 
 
     Have you thought about raising goats?  Following are 
some considerations: 
 

1) Why do you want to raise goats? 
2) What type of goats should you raise? 
3) What are your available resources? 
4) Where are the available markets? 

 
 How do you determine if it is feasible to start a goat      
enterprise?  A business plan is the “road map” of figuring 
out where your farm operation is now and determining how 
to get where you want to be in the future.  A business plan 
has four components including a description of the       
business, financial plan, marketing plan and management 
plan.  There are tools available to help put together a 
business plan  including:  Building a     Sustainable 
Business:  A Guide to Developing a  Business Plan for 
Farms and Rural Businesses book (cost about $17 or free 
to download in pdf) and Finpack Business Plan software 
for $99.    
 Some challenges that goat producers face include 
herd health, fencing, predators and distance to markets.  
Another challenge is finding pertinent data for Missouri 
goats.  Much of the data available is from other states, so 
keep in mind things may be differ.   

 In summary, just like adding any enterprise to your 
farm research, talk with others in the business, consider 
resources and risks.  If you choose to proceed do not  
neglect on  keeping records.  Accurate financial and 
production records will help in making future decisions and 
necessary to determine profitability.   
Reference: Oklahoma Basic Meat Goat Manual 
 
Author:  Mary Sobba, Ag Business Specialist  
 

Taxation Tidbit: Sale of Standing      
Timber 

 

 Most farmers will sell some timber during their farming 
career; however the infrequency of the sales can put the 
farmers at a comparative disadvantage with regard to  
knowledge of timber marketing and timber taxation.        
Research at the University of Missouri suggests significant 
price variation in timber contracts offered in the Midwest. 
Prior to selling any timber, professional assistance should 
be sought in determining the quantity and value of your 
timber, the best way for you to structure the sale of your 
timber, and the potential tax liability resulting from its 
disposal. 
 The two most common methods which farmers utilize 
in disposing of timber are lump-sum contracts and pay-as-
cut contracts.  With 
lump-sum contracts, the 
farmer is  generally paid a 
lump-sum for the timber 
regardless of the 
quantity or tree selection 
harvested from a given 
tract of land. The pay-as -
cut contract requires the 
timber purchaser to cut designated trees and to purchase 
them at an agreed upon unit price. 
 If a one-year holding period has been met, the tax act 
passed in 2004 provides that sales of standing timber by 
farmers or investors qualify for long-term capital gain         
treatment.  Additionally, the income from the sale of timber 
will not be subject to self-employment tax. 
 From the tax standpoint, the most common and         
challenging issue involves determining the tax basis of the 
timber being sold.  Tax basis, i.e. your cost basis, is         
subtracted from the sale proceeds to determine the 
amount of taxable gain or loss. 
 If land is acquired that has standing timber, a portion 
of the acquisition cost should be allocated to the timber, 
just as cost would be allocated to other improvements 
such as fences, water systems, or buildings.   
 Ideally, the timber basis should be determined at the 
time of land acquisition.  However, if it wasn’t, contact your 
accountant and a forestry consultant to determine a           
justifiable and reasonable amount of the acquisition cost to 
be allocated to your timber account. 
 Timber taxation is an area of tax practice in which 
few tax professionals specialize.  Thus, it is important you       

http://www.misa.umn.edu/vd/bizplan.html
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educate yourself on the basics of timber taxation and seek 
assistance from professionals that understand timber      
merchandizing and taxation.  
 An excellent online resource is “Timber Dispositions: A 
Primer on Obtaining Favorable Tax Treatment”             
http://www.mobar.org/journal/2001/janfeb/schneider.htm 
 
Your area Department of Conservation forester can be 
reached at the following locations: 
 
Columbia Forest District   573-882-9880 
Clinton Forest District   660-885-6981 
Lake Ozark Forest District  573-346-2210 
Gasconade Forest District  573-368-2225 
St. Joseph Forest District  816-271-3100 
 
Author: Parman R. Green, Ag Business Specialist  
 

 
Common Tomato Diseases and 

Fruit Disorders 
 One of the most revered summer vegetables by home 
gardeners is the tomato. The fruit typically begins to ripen 
in mid to late July for most tomato varieties in home 
gardens, and this is when many tomato fruit disorders are 
noticed. Some of these disorders may be associated with 
diseases, and thus symptoms and control of the most 
common diseases and fruit disorders are presented below. 
 
Tomato diseases- 
Anthracnose (fungus) -- infections begin on green fruit; 

symptoms most apparent when ripe. Small, water-
soaked, slightly sunken circular spots on fruit 
(sometimes called ‘ripe rot’). Cultural control with  
sanitation*, crop rotation, proper plant spacing and  
staking, and watering at the soil level. Chemical 
control includes chlorothalonil, maneb, and mancozeb. 

Bacterial spot (bacterium) -- small, angular greasy spots 
on leaves and stems. Raised, crusty spots on fruit.     
Cultural control by planting healthy transplants,        
sanitation*, crop rotation, using metal stakes (or treat 
wooden stakes) and watering at the soil level. 
Chemical control includes copper hydroxide or similar 
copper based products. 

Early blight (fungus) – starts at bottom of plant and       
advances upwards, as dark-brown circular spots with 
concentric rings, or "targets," on leaves. Tissues 
around spots become yellow. When spots are 
numerous, leaves wither and dry up. Plant healthy 
transplants; other     controls are the same as for 
anthracnose. 

Fusarium wilt (fungus) -- lower leaves turn yellow and 
dry. Leaves roll up and wilt during hot part of day. 
Inner stem tissues have dark discoloration. Cultural 
control includes planting healthy transplants, 
sanitation*, and crop rotation. No chemical control 
available, but there are resistant varieties. 

Septoria leaf spot (fungus) -- small, roughly circular  

      spots with dark-brown borders and gray centers on 
leaves. Leaves may die and drop off if heavily 
infected. Control is the same as bacterial spot. 

 
Tomato fruit physiological disorders- 
Blossom-end rot -- water-soaked spots on blossom end 

of green or ripening fruit (may not be noticed until fruit 
is ripe). Spots enlarge and become slightly depressed. 
Spots turn black and rot due to secondary fungi. Even 
watering and mulching will reduce problem. If a soil 
test indicates low calcium, lime or gypsum will be   
helpful. The problem is highly    influenced by the    
variety. 

Cracking – radial growth cracks radiate from the stem and 
concentric cracks encircle the fruit, usually on the   
shoulders. Similar to blossom end rot, cracking is      
associated with rapid fruit development and wide        
fluctuations in water availability to the plant. Even    
watering and  mulching will reduce problem. 

Catfaced fruit- this term is used to describe misshapen 
fruit with irregular bulges at the blossom end and 
bands of leathery scar tissue. Cold weather at the time 
of blossom set distorts and kills certain cells that 
should develop into fruit, resulting in the deformities. 
The disorder is most common among first-formed fruit 
and in the large-fruited “beefsteak” type tomatoes. 

Sunscald- this occurs on green tomato fruit exposed to 
the sun, with a whitish, shiny area that appears 
blistered. The killed, bleached tissues gradually 
collapse, forming a slightly sunken area that may 
become pale yellowish and wrinkled as the fruit ripens, 
and usually decays. Shading of fruit will reduce 
problem. 

Yellow shoulder- patches on, or the entire portion of, the 
top part of the fruit. The tissue underneath is white and 
will not ripen normally. Shading of fruit will reduce 
problem. 

 
* Sanitation includes removing plant debris from the 
garden, whether it originates in the current growing season 
or the previous year. Remove affected plants from the 
garden and destroy them so that they do not act as a 
source of disease-causing microorganisms. Discard any 
plant, transplant, or seed piece that does not look healthy. 
Diseased plants should not be added to home compost 
piles; the temperature reached in most home compost 
piles is not high enough to kill plant pathogens. 
 There are a number of additional diseases and      
physiological disorders. For more information, including 
color pictures, see ‘Tomato diseases and disorders’ from 
the Department of Plant Pathology by Iowa State 
University:  http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/
PM1266.pdf 
 Common Diseases of the Home Garden by MU         
Extension provides descriptions and recommended control 
practices for the popular vegetable crops in Missouri and 
their most common diseases. http://
extension.missouri.edu/explore/agguides/hort/g06203.htm 
 
Author:  James Quinn, Horticulture Specialist 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM1266.pdf
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Introducing New Staff 
We would like to introduce Dustin Vendrely, our new Agricultural Business Specialist in the Central 
Missouri region.   Dustin grew up on an Alfalfa farm in Southwest New Mexico where he graduated from 
New Mexico State University with a B.S. in Agricultural Economics/Agricultural Business and a M.S. in 
Agricultural Economics.  He will be based in Pettis County, but will also serve Benton, Cooper, Morgan, 
and Moniteau Counties.  His background is in water rights and water markets.                                                          

 

Upcoming Field Day   

Date, place, event and contact person are: 
• Aug. 7 - Greenley Memorial Research Center, Novelty, Mo.; field day; Randall Smoot, 660-739-4410 
• Aug. 26 - Graves-Chapple Farm, Corning, Mo.; field day; Jim Crawford, 660-744-6231 
• Aug. 27 - Hundley-Whaley Farm, Albany, Mo.; field day; Bruce Burdick, 660-726-5610 
• Sept. 2 - Delta Research Center, Portageville, Mo.; field day; Jake Fisher, 573-379-5431 
• Sept. 4 - Bradford, Columbia; Tomato Festival; Reinbott 
• Sept. 12 - Southwest Research Center, Mount Vernon, Mo.; field day; Richard Crawford, 417-466-2148 


